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HOW TO DETECT A PIPELINE LEAK

 S I G H T  -  N a t u r a l  g a s  i s  c o l o r l e s s  a n d  n e a r l y

i n v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  e y e .   S m a l l  l e a k s  c a n  b e

i d e n t i f i e d  b y  l o o k i n g  f o r  d y i n g  o r

d i s c o l o r e d  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  a  n a t u r a l l y  g r e e n

a r e a .   H a z a r d o u s  l i q u i d s  p r o d u c e  a  s t r o n g

s h e e n  o r  f i l m  s t a n d i n g  o n  a  b o d y  o f  w a t e r .

S O U N D  -  T h e  v o l u m e  o f  a  l e a k  c a n  r a n g e

f r o m  a  q u i e t  h i s s i n g  t o  a  l o u d  r o a r ,

d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  s i z e  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e

l e a k .

S M E L L  -  A n  u n u s u a l  s m e l l ,  p e t r o l e u m  o r

g a s e o u s  o d o r  w i l l  s o m e t i m e s  a c c o m p a n y  a

g a s  l e a k .   N a t u r a l  g a s  i s  c o l o r l e s s ,  t a s t e l e s s

a n d  o d o r l e s s  u n l e s s  o d o r a n t s ,  s u c h  a s

M e r c a p t a n  a r e  a d d e d .  M e r c a p t a n  h a s  a

d i s t i n c t  s m e l l ,  s i m i l a r  t o  s u l f u r  o r  r o t t e n

e g g s .   O d o r i z i n g  n a t u r a l  g a s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t

s a f e t y  f e a t u r e  r e q u i r e d  b y  a l l  n a t u r a l  g a s

u t i l i t i e s .

O T H E R  -  O t h e r  w a y s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a  g a s

l e a k  m a y  i n c l u d e  w a t e r  b u b b l i n g  u p  o r

s t a n d i n g  i n  a n  u n u s u a l  a r e a ,  a  m i s t  o r  v a p o r

c l o u d ,  a  p o w e r f u l  f i r e  e x p l o s i o n  w i t h  d e n s e

s m o k e  p l u m e s ,  o r  a n  a r e a  o f  p e t r o l e u m -

s t r a i n e d  g r o u n d .

W h i l e  r a r e ,  g a s  l e a k s  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  f i r e s  a n d

e x p l o s i o n s ,  s o  i t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k n o w

h o w  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a  g a s  l e a k  a n d  w h a t  t o  d o  i f

o n e  i s  s u s p e c t e d .
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU SUSPECT A GAS LEAK
STOP

Do you smell rotten eggs or
suspect a gas leak?  Do not light a

match, smoke, start your car, flip a
light switch or touch appliances

and electronics.  This includes your
phone.

LEAVE
Leave immediately and take

others with you.

If the leak is outside, leave the
area quickly.

CALL
Find a phone away from the area
to call OMU at 641-832-3731 or

call 911.   


